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OTHERS PRESENT:
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Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Darrell Vandeven, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Kyle McCann then reviewed the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry December collections report and the YTD collections were presented and reviewed by the Board.  The current cash position as of January 17, 2012 and the assessment income projections for the 2011 crop were then presented.  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $12.0 per bushel of  $ 974,156 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $412,419 in establishing available funds for the 2012 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2012 projects was $62,811.45. The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting.

The Board then considered and reviewed each of the research project proposals submitted by the LSU AgCenter and discussed the details of some of the projects.  The Board questioned who else was funding the soils lab or related projects.  The Board also discussed the current aflatoxin projects and the need to continue to fund some of the objectives during the transition to the AMCOE research program.  While some of the researchers will be funded by AMCOE not all of the objectives are the same.  The Board also briefly discussed the possibility of team approaches to certain research areas such as weeds and diseases.  The Board indicated that they wanted to meet with all the weed researchers funded at the next meeting to review the various objectives and gain a better understanding of how the projects differ and address various topics.

The Board then set tentative funding levels to each continuing project and considered new projects. They then considered the total allocations to the projects and considered the organizational funding levels before determining the total budget for the year.  The final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,131,904 in total for 2012 with soybean funding at $ 771,485 and wheat and corn at $ 312,481 and sorghum at $ 47,154. The attached 2012 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2012-2013. 
The Board then considered the promotional organizations’ funding.  Board members briefly spoke on the activities of each. They agreed for 2012 to fund to the US Grains Council (USGC, $20,000) and the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA, $5,000).  They also discussed the issue of who will administer the AMCOE.  NCGA has offered and the Board felt they would be a good choice for several reasons.  If AMCOE is administered by the NCGA then the funding to them would include the $75,000 of the $100,000 approved at the previous Board meeting.  The Board would hold $25,000 in reserve since they are funding more state aflatoxin research than they had originally planned.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board fund USGC $20,000 and NCGA $5,000 for certain and up to an additional $75,000 if they are selected to administer the AMCOE program.
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board provide $500 to support the FFA Foundation and their programs.

The Budget worksheet was completed and reviewed after all projects and funding levels were agreed upon. 

ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, to approve the 2012 budget and funding levels and to approve the necessary contracts with NCGA, USGC, LSU AgCenter, MSSB and the USCP.
The Board then discussed the nominations for the United Soybean Board.  Due to JK Bordelon’s resignation the Board needed to nominate two individuals to be submitted for  consideration by the USDA Secretary of Agriculture. 

ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, that Charles Cannatella be the primary nominee.

ACTION NO. 6
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that Ike Boudreaux be the other USB nominee.

The Board then discussed briefly discussed the need to nominate someone to serve on the MSSB.

The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day in June and have the weed researcher attend to discuss the Board funded projects.

Dr. Russin thanked the Board for their support and recommendations related to the work conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
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